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their MWative Country, to their very 
Rights and Lilerties; from the unfor- 
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Ihe PRETACE. 
tunate Event of the late Mar, in ſpigbt 
of Succeſs, and an unparallell d Series 
F. Hichries; from a Peace mort 
calamitous than the moſt fatal War, 
and more deſtructive of Commetce 3 


from the dreadful and horrible Dangers 
which we have ſo narrowly eſcaped by 


the immediate Hand of God,uuthout any 
Thanks to our own Prudence and Ver- 
tue; and laſtly, from the Dangers and 
the Calamities which full threaten us, 
and ſtill hang over us, and over all the 
reſt of the Chriftian World. 


J remove the Cauſes of all theſe | 
Maiſchiefs, that the Effects may ceaſe, 


it is neceſſary to lay down a plain and 
certain Rule, by which the very mean- 


eft of the People may bs able to diftin- 


guiſh a Zealot from an Incendiary, a 
Prieſt of God from a Prieſt of Baal, 
and the Precepts of the Goſpel from 
Human Traditions and the Doctrines 


„/ Devils. K 


That T bave diſcover d and reprov d 


| the Vices of ſome of the Clergy by the 


very 


The PREFP ACE. 
very ſame Method by which They 
bade caus'd our Miſeries ; that I have 
done this by a Sermon, by a choſen - 
Text, and by ſevere, but too juſt Re- 


proaches, 1s, I hope, excuſable in me, 
or They are altogether mexcuſable : 
For whereas They have made uſe of 
Calumny and Defamation ; T have kept 
firily withm the Bounds of a modefi 
Satyre, which ſpares the Perſons and 
attacks the Vices, and never cenſures 
the Deſerving, nor condemns the Inno- 
cent ; and whereas They have had re- 
courſe to Calumny and ungenerous Slan- 
ders, only in order to cauſe Diviſions, 
and to inflame Ammoſities, I have en- 
deavour d by juſt Reproaches to revive 
e 
Tbe Author ft the following Diſ- 
courſe was born and bred in the Com- 
munion of the Church of England; 
and nothing in the Fon. Sheets ix 
in the Jeaft dee. by him to reflect on 
that Pius, Learned, and Numerous 


Body, who are truly Chriſtian Prieſts 
+ of 
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Church of Rome, who dif 
| Land Supremac 95 „ Jo he cannot be, 
7 


| that any one can 


The PR EFA x. 
of the Church of England. Hut then 


12 declares, that he canuot- 4 10 
how any one can be a truly: 


briſtian 
Prieſt, v makes it the entire Þ ? 


18 CAE: bis 757 fe to root Charity aut rom 
s of and by that | 


. 8 rom 98 ace of the Earth the 
very Lafe and Soul of Chriſuanay. 


And as he cannot conceive that an 
thing can'be a Part or a Member of a 
ke which has not a Communication 
and a, Subordination to, the Head 
ol that Body; as be cannot conceius 
that any one can be a Prieſt. of Try 


truly a Prieſt of the 
Church of England, n be,-wha be- 
ing united to the Faith ul and Obedien 
Part of the Cl erg 75 p54 with them ac- 
kuowledee - Kin "GEORG E alone, 
er bis Rigbtſul Head, and his Su- 
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CHAT Antichrift, Tag ps 70 the 


enui re 8 
fes IF 1 0 h \ 1 tip 


That * Gas — #s througly, 0 ene 


42 5d ro Chriſt, is oppos'd to him as 4 
ing, 4 Prieſt, and 4 Prophet. ibid. 


* F Chriſt & 4 good Ng, Amicheiſ 


be a wicked Brant. ibid. 


Thats Chriſt i the holieſt of Priefts, An- 


tichriſt muſt be the vileſt. 2 
That if Chriſt is 4 true Propher, Antichriſt 
muſt be a falſe one. , .*** 
Of the' 8 Doctrines, Examples and In- 
s of Chrift aud Antichriſt in their 


rene oppoſite C apacities of King, Prieſt, 


and Pr 5.5 
What the Ki ngdom of Chriſt is. id. 
What the Tyranny of Antichriſt 2. ibid; 
That the 'Kjngdom of God in Heaven, is an 

Empire of Charity. p- 4 
Hom that Empire was "ha by the Devil 


ee 3 
Aſbed the fame Empire of ha- 


rity upon Earth at the oe of — 155 7 


The Contents. 


vo <a et re tu e n 
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1 How th Empire of Dy was impairs by the 
Devil upon Earth at the Fall of Man. p. 8 
That Chriſt Jeſus tame inio the World to 


Feſtorg-t pire of 1 ＋ | 
G ee aA. er 44880 * ol 
4 10 


His Doctrine as 4 Prieſt. P 
Hs. 755 and Example. * 3 
Hes Miracles, of 4 piece mich bis , 175 
the reſt of is Life, contrary in this to, nth 
952 Miracles p went ee by... Moſes 
Fs — bb of bis Ag ine ith 2 
and Power. 5 p.16 
As. Religion like Gover ernment. is to be bar. 
el on by the ſame Methods by, 147 it at 
44 brgan, the ay preach” d the. (a 
ö Voctrines after our Saviour s Afeen on, 
| __ the ſame Miracles, follow 2 if di vin 
| Eee, 4s, far as meer Humanity could 
a fallew hy, aud in Proportion 2 * a like poi 
Ut | : £1 erful Del T0, St a . 5.17 
| The Influence that all this bad. pon the Mi 
2 | Men. -: \, p.18 
2 Th the Devil, 3 Py oe contriv'd. by 
1 ... means of ſome Chriſtian. Prieſts, 10 male 
, Chriſtianity the Occaſſon of , introducing 4 
E - more de 7 Diviſon among Men, tha 
a h eder been knowp before; in. order to 
= mhich, he obliged them 0 preach. his Do. 
1 n for, ihe Dori Gi ry 19 
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$ [That theſ Priefts thus 4d by the Slo e lie 
0 of the Devil, are the doc mentioned 
k " in the Text. e 0 
ö eb Doctrines. £ W ns „ 
JJ i 23 
4 Their Delivery their Dbahpies. v. 24 
J. 7% Influence that * this has "bad upon he 


d Minds o Men. i 
he Thu ea 4 more Gentil Verte 5 F 
5 groſſeſ times of Pa ganiſm, than there has 
5h en ſince our Saviour came into the World, 
14] bs P. 22 
16 That there is a more General 7 ertue in ho 
is Parts of the Globe, than in the Chriſtian 
al Word, Þ-35 + 
me Ta there was a more General Vertue in our = 
nfl amn Nation in. the times of- aur Anceſtors, = 
nll than there is in our own times; and that = 
ala Prieſtcraft and C orruption of Manners have 
. encreas'd together. P. 38 
17 That the Corruptions of the Laity in all Chri. 
ll ſan States, proceed from the Corruptions 


of the Clergy, prov'd from twa Argu- 
ments. P- 39 


3 
Antichriſt oppos'd to Chriſt 25 4 Prophet. 


2 

The Preliftions of our -$ aviour == $ 
Jewiſh Temple. | ibid. 
The Prediction of Antichriſt concerning the 
Chriſtian Church, and the Miſchiefs that 
gre like ta befel it, ibid. 
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. How falſe ere theſe Prediitions are 


2 0 43 
Alt the "Marks 0, A n 1 


N . grand Characteriſtical Mark, mhich i is, ry 
wreſting the Words oh the Goſpel ta 1 7 


omiething genre 10 the great Deſigns 
bs e 


Rianity. \ 1 
7195 Deſigns are Io, viz, N 
1. To reftore the Law of Nature. ibid. 


We 2. To t and Ke Chærig. 5. SI 


* * 


| D I SC OURS E 


UPON: HE 


Firſt Erisris General 
OF. | 


St. 7. 0 H NV. 
Chap. 2. and part of the 18th 2 
— Even now there are many Antichriſt. 


| nts . A. E RE have beim ſeveral 
. 7 wild and extravagant Ex- 

olications, or rather Appli- 

cations of Antichriſt, by 

SS thoſe who have had a mind 
Wo fix it upon ſome parti. 
nine 2 as upon the Pope, or Mahamet, 
or ſome other ſpiritual or ecular Tyrants, 
according as they who apply'd it were 
cor or miſguided by Intereſt, or 
Malice, or Paſſion, or Fanatick Enthuſi- 
gam; but by Antichriſt, in the genuine 


81 S* 


eue __— *. ; CC heh dana a2 
FE 2 Yom 47! N 
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Sy to —_— Lord's i 1. e. to the 
Chriſt: But becauſe there are no Crearores ther, 


fo oppos'd, and 8 Ye to te il S af 
Dro- « F 
105 an 


Devil and his Ahofls} 0 
perly the Arme 90 om the | 
ſpeaks, who appear in ſundry ang upon chris 
this Earthly Globe, and make uſe, of hy- the? 
mage Inſttuments and humane Organs to be t 
accompliſh their infernal Deſigns. And beſt. 
as we may find, by the Words of our Text, and 
that man of them appeared in the World, Se 
even in the moſt pure and primitive Times, perk 
who. is ſo eaſy as tg believe that they are mul 
not more numerous in our Days? In order of T 
then to the deſcribing and diſtinguiſhing oof 
them, ſo that they may be clearly known and : 
and diſcover'd, we intend in the enſuing} not 


' Diſcourſe to handle tas three Poin ints. 7 ag 
to n 

"Firſts We {hall give ihe ner N Mack Reaſ 
el this thorough and entirg! Oppoſition e ot cauſe 
Antichriſt to Ohriſt . ry Oe Oven 
; Secondly, We ſhall conſider the Deſier 1805 light 


the Doctrines, the Examples, and the. [nl come 
fluences of one and the other, according Ce 
to thoſe general Marks of Oppoſition. | Dog 
. Thirdly, We ſhall reduce all theſe Marky Ses 
to one grand Characteriſtical Mark; and hood 
han we have done _ it will be * c 

: y 


# 
—_ 
— Pac 


( 3 ) 1 

or v Brethren) to wake the Applica- þ. 

t AP our Heb Sg andito point out 727 to 1 
/ or „ Fel de ut may he ſaid, '1 mM; | 
0 the, Wierd of the Text, vis. e E * 
8 ee Antichriſt. „ Hood 01 1 
e 37 95 22081 ty 0 4, 10 11400 180 ks 
Ns rw bc .t en, has Our 8 was A Pr 105 * 
bs al the beſt and holieſt of Prieſts; Anti- 1 


— 
a 


n | chrilt_ muft3be, likewiſe a Reich acking by 
u. the Suggeſtion of the Devil ; foy nd one can 
to be thoroughly and entirely oppoſed to the 
1d | beſt-and the holieſt, hut the moſt profligare 
t, and the vileſt of Prieſts. 1 
d, Secondhy, - As, Chriſt; is a King Who is 
es, per ly good and gracious; Antichriſt 
are b be: the worſt and moſt infupportable 
Ter of . 2 437 34's 
Doll + birdly, As our * Joey was 2 Pranhes. 
wn and an infallible Prophet, becauſe he could 
ine not but foretel the Events which he him- 
"Tf felt had decreed ;;;Antichriſt, in Oppoſition 
to chim, muſt be a Prophet, and for this 
ths Reaſon a falſe and deluding Prophet, be- 
x} offs cauſe he. has neither himſelf any Power 
oven the Future, nor is influenc'd and en- 
lightert« d by, him who! has. * now we 
come) 
Secondhy, To conſider che Beige the 
Do&rines, the Examples, and the Iufluen- 
ces of Chriſt and Antichriſt in their Prieſt- 
hood, their Prophecies, and their Empire. 
Fiſt, 
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Firſt, We ſhall begin with their Empire, 
becauſe Chriſt was a Prophet and & Prieſt, 
only to advance his Kingdom; and Anti- 
chriſt too is a Prophet, and a Prieſt, only 
to promote his Tyranny. Let us now ſee 
what ſort of Kingdom the one, and what 
ſort of Tyranny the other, came into be 
World to eſtabliſfmnmn . 

Since then the Kingdom of Chriſt, or of 
the Meſſiah, is a Spiritual Kingdom, or the 
Kingdom of Heaven; the Tyranny of 'An- 
tichriſt muſt be a Spiritual Tyranny, or the 
Tyranny of the Prince of Darkneſs.” ' 
Let us now enquire what this Kingdom 
of Heaven is, and in what it conſiſts; How. 
it began and flouriſh'd ; how it came to be 
impair'd, and how far our Saviour 'came to 
reſtore it; and we ſhall ſee, by making 
this Enquiry, what ſort of Tyranny the 

Tyranny of the Devil is; how it began, 
how it increaſed, how it came to be im- 
pair'd; and how far Antichriſt has a deſign 
to reſtore it. $203 Of BSE enen, 
1 * Ringo of — is a 

ingdom whoſe King propoſes the Hat 
puch of his Subjects 4 the ate REA 
of his Reigning over them; for God is 
perfectly happy in himſelf, and wants not 
our Obedience, nor our Service. Fn 
dom whoſe King propoſes to make his Sub 
jets eaſy and happy here, to prepare * 

SL e or 


3 ccc 


* 
23 70 


(5) 


for eternal Happineſs hereafter, | Matt. 11. 
28. Come unto me all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and 1 will give you reſt. His 
Empire then muſt be an Empire of Rea- 
ſon and Law, and, by Cor uence, an 
Empire of Liberty. St. James 1. 5, But 
whoſo' looketh into the perfect lam of liberty, 
that man ſhall be bleſſed in his deed, *Tis this 
Law of Liberty which eſtabliſhes the Rule 
of Reaſon, to reſtore the Kingdom'of God, 
his Empire over the Soul and Conſcience, 
and frees Man from the Slavery into which 
he was brought by his Paſhons, which is 


the Empire and Tyranny of the Devil, and 
of Antichriſt his Son. 


For this Tyranny of Antichriſt being 


in every thing oppoſite to the Ki ngdom of 
Chrift, muſt. de Fon both the Temps ral 


and Eternal Miſey of his Subjects; ow 


deſign to make them unhappy here, in 


order to the making them eternally miſe- 
rable hereafter, and mult not be a Rule of 


Reaſon and Law, but an Empire of Paſſion 
and Will; and muſt tend in every 1 | 


to ſubvert the Empire which Chriſt hat 
eſtabliſhed upon Earth, and to reſtore the 


it be an at firſt, ſo it hath ever ſince conti- 
nued, in Oppoſition to, the Kingdom of 


Heaven. And as our Saviour teaches his 
Diſciples to renounce = World, the Fleſh, 


and 
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and the Devil, in order to advance his 
Kingdom upon Earth, Antichriſt obliges 
his to make uſe of all dhce, to Promaee 
his ſpiritual Tyranny. | 
The Kingdom of Heaven began with che 1 
the Creation of Angels. God reign'd.over I Flo 
thoſe bleſſed Spirits, who are entirely hap- and r 
py in their Obedience; and their great and With 
comprehenſible Law was, Love, the Love Happ 
of God and their Fellow Creatures. They owee 
loved God, becauſe they ſaw. him as he is, by Pr 
all Beauty and all Attraction; and they lo- tredd, a 
ved their Fellow Creatures, ' becauſe they _ 
ſaw them the Objects of their Creator's 
Love. Goſp. of St. John, Ch. 15. ver. 12, 
This is my commandment, That ge love. one a- 
not her, as I have loved go. 1 Epiſt. of St. 
John, Ch. 4. ver. 11. 1f God ſo. leved i Sy, me 
ought alſa to loue one another. And this Love 
was at once their Duty and their Happi- 
neſs; a Love attended with, perfett Bow 
furs, and With! Joy unſpeakable. 49 
But when after wards the impious Af pi 
rer, Lucifer, drew off, his Love from his 
Creator and his Fellow. Creatures, and 
placed it upon himſelf, that Sclt-love: Was 
immediately attended with Pride, an 
Rage, and Envy, and Hatred, and Malice; 
Paſſions. till then unknown in. Heaven, a8 
being abe W 5 icke Ha pings. 
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Thus fell Lacifer ; but alone he fell not; 
Millions of immortal Spirits be drew after 
him into Perdition. By his Lies he ſedu- 
ced their Souls, defaced in their Minds 


the Love of their Creator, and of their 


Fellow Creatures for their Creator's ſake, 
and planted the Love of themſelves there. 
With Divine Love away went all their 
Happineſs. Self- love was immediately fol- 
lowed in them, as in their Seducer' before, 
by Pride, and Rage, and Envy, and Ha- 
tred, and Malice; and they who while they 
were united to God by Love, were Angels, 
divided from him by Pride and Hate, became 
eee ee. and from _ _— 

lorious, moſt happy, moſt beautiful part 
ithe Creation, became all on a ſudden 
the moſt. execrable and the moſt horrible: 
And as before they fell, that Divine Love 
by which they were united to God, was at 
one and the ſame time their ſovereign Law, 
and their ſupreme Felicity; ſo when by 
Pride and Hatred, and the reſt of their 
Diabolical Paſſions, they broke that Divine 
Union, their Pride, their Hatred, and the 
reſt of their tormenting Paſſions, became at 
ones their Tranſgreſſion and their Hell. 
Tas after thiis that God created” Man, 
to ſupply the Room of the fallen Angels, 
and to plant the ſame Kingdom upon 
Earth which remained among the bleſſed 
9 13 Spirits 
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Spirits in Heaven. He created him little 

lower than the Angels; enlightned, inno- 
cent, happy, immortal. The Empire of 
his Maker was the ſame in him, that it 
was in thoſe bleſſed Spirits, an Empire of 
Reaſon and Law); and the fame Law Was 
given to him which made the Angels hap- 
py. That great and comprehenſive Law 
was Love; the Love of his Maker and of 
his Fellow Creatures, for his Creator's 
ſake; which (as the Apoſtle of the Gentiles 
tells us) ig the fulfilling of all Lam; and which 
our Saviour had told us before, Goſp. of 
St. Jahn, Chap. 14. ver. 23. Fa man love 
me, he will keep my words, and my Father wil 
love him, and we will come unto him, aud make 
our abode with him. And as _ as this 
charming Law remained in the Heart of 
Man inviolated, it was always attended 
with Peace, and Joy, and inexpreſſible 
Happing; 15 om om; 2977 nan 

But Satan, who in every thing by Di- 
vine Permiſſion oppoſes the Deſigns of God, 
attempted to deſtroy that Kingdom upon 
Earth, which he had befote impair'd in 
Heaven. And what Wonder if the Sedu- 
cer of Angels ſucceeded in his Attempts 
upon Man; if he extinguiſh'd Divine Love 
in his Heart, and inflam'd it with Self⸗ 
love; if he diſſolved that Union which 
Man had with God, and overturn d his 


Dependance on him; deſtroy'd the Em- 
pire which Heaven had ſet up in his Soul, 
which was an Empire of Reaſon and Law, 
and eſtabliſh'd his own Tyranny there; an 
Empire of Will and Paſſion, of Pride, and 
Rage, and Hatred, and Malice, and all 
thoſe accurſed and damnable Paſſions, by 
which the Tormentor is himſelf tormen- 


ted, to which the Tyrant is himſelf a 


Slave? a off. 1215 
Thus Satan brought Sin, and Miſery, 
and Death upon Man; who. was crea- 
ted innocent, happy, immortal: And the 
Kingdom. which he eftabliſhed here upon 


Earth, in oppoſition to the Kingdom of 


Heaven, encreas'd fo faſt, and extended fo 


wide, that Charity, which is the Love of 
God and our. Neighbour, was almoſt ex- 
tinguiſn d upon Earth; that Men were 
miſerably divided from God, and from one 
another; and that all Mankind, to the 
reſerve of a ſmall Remnant, were become 
abandoned Slaves to the Devil, and to De- 
viliſh- Paſſions, when Jeſus Chriſt came 
into the World to reſtore the Kingdom of 
his Father, and to deſtroy the Tyranny of 
the Devil. 953-269; St: By. 37 
For this Purpoſe the Son of God was 
manifeſted, That he night deſtroy the works 


of the Devil, x Epiſt. of St. John, Chap. 3. 


Ver, 8. 
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When the Son of God came into the 
World to deſtroy the Tyranny of the De- 
vil, and to reſtore his own and his Father's 
Kingdom; that Kingdom of Love, and 
Peace, and Joy, Which was by the Divine 
Permiſſion impair'd upon Earth by the 
Devil, at the Fall of Man, and under Which 
the bleſſed Spirits are for ever happy in 
Heaven; in order to reſtore that King- 
dom, he aſſum'd the Prieſthood. Not only 
becauſe there was a Neceſſity for a Prieſt, 
who could make a propitiatory and ſatiſ- 
factory Sacrifice for the dins of the World; 
but becauſe alſo there was a Neceſſity for 
a Doctrine, which might incline and recti- 
fie the Wills of Men, by enlight' ning and 


convincing their Underſtandings; that as 


Man fell from Perfection freely and of his 
own choice, he might :likewite be reſtor'd 
freely and of his -own- choice; fiace if the 


Change in him ſhould be wrought wholly 


by. Grace, his Converſion would proceed 
from a Force as it were u Min 
and would not be the Action of a free 


F neren 


4 


The Kingdom then that our Saviour 
came to reſtore, was the Empire'of Cha- 
rity, the Love of God, and of our Neigh- 
bour for.the ſake of God. For where-ever 
that Divine Love reigns, there is the King- 


dom of Heaven; and where- ever that Love 


13 


his Mind, 
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is wanting, is Hell-and outer Datkneſs. 


Beloved (ſays St. John) let us love one ano- 
ther. Every one that loveth is born of God, 
and knoweth God. He that loveth not, kuonk. 
eth not God: for God is love, St. John's firſt 
Epiſt. Chap. 4. Ver. 7; 8. But here, 

the way, we are to take notice, that this 


Love of our Neighbour is to be extended 


to all Mankind, even to our moſt cruel 
Enemies: But it ought to be more intenſe 
or remiſs, according to the different Re- 
lations in which Men ſtand to each other. 
We ought to love Chriſtians more than 
Infidels; our Parents and Kindred more 
than our Acquaintance; our Acquaintance 


more than Strangers, and our Country 


Men more than Foreigners. 

As the Law of Divine Love, in the 
Obſer vation of which lay the Happineſs of 
the firſt Man, and the Perfection of his 
Nature, was ſubverted by Self- love, upon 
the Suggeſtion of the Devil; our Saviour; 
that he might re-eſtabliſhthat Divine Love, 
endeayour'd to root out the Love of one's 
Self, by a Doctrine that was beit adapted 
to the reaſonable Nature of corrupted 
Man. He attack'd it therefore in all the 
ſeveral Branches of it, Pride, Avarice and 
Luxury; or in the Words of St. John, The 
pride f life: to which he 2 — 
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found Humility, a rigid Mortification, and 
a ſincere Difintereſtedneſs. Not that fanta- 
ſtick Scorn of the World which proceeds 


from a Stoical Pride, but that which is foun- 


ded upon the moſt ſolid Foundation, the 
Intereſt that one has in God: For he to 
bimfelf being ſelf-ſufficient, he who has 
him, has all Things. 

But as Pride is themoſt angebe bf the 
three foremention'd Sins, (for that is the 
cont inual Feaver of the Mind; whereas 
the other attack it but by ir irregular Ac- 
ceſſes, Pride inſolently intruding at the 
very Altar, where the others never dare 
to approach,) there is no Vertue chat our 
Saviour recommends more throughout the 
whole Goſpel, than Humility; nay, almoſt 
every —— Which he recommends to his 
Diſeples, pears to be founded on that; 

as — of pi Spirit, Meekneſs, Gentleneſs, 
Patience, Borbearance, Peace- making, Long- 
ſuffering, Mercy, Forgiveneſs: for 2othing 
is more uſual than for the Proud to be 
ſwoln and drunk with Vanity; to be pro- 


voking, diſdainful, inſolent, fiery,” impa- 
tient, intractable, cruel, revengeful, im- 


placable. That Sorrow and Remorſe 


; — is neceſſary to Repentance, implies 


a ſevere Mortification, upon a View of the 
Turpitude of Sin, and the Vilenefs of our 
own _ atures. Even the three Cardinal 


5 Vertues 
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Vertues of he Chriſtian Religion are 
founded upon Humility. Not unly Cha- 
rity, æ ,h. the otlieti tum are ſuhon- 
dinme ]; för hs Pride is tha fett of Self. 
dove; Self love lslaugmented h Pride ::but 
Faith: which is an Aſſent no above 
our: Underſtanding) -becauſe they are xæ- 
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3 Blindneſs of oun R eaſon, as 
11 of Salvation by the Merits: of 
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ci true Aviaility-i is the :folid:Bourida- 
tion of every Ckriſtian Vertue; a Founda- 
e tlonnvhich entending as low as Hell, is 
the Baſis of a Fabrick whicli reaches to the . 
Ga very Heaven of Heavens; our: Saviour's 
t; Doctrine attack'd Pride in alb its numerous 
- Offspring, A nger. r, En „Hatred, 
ad in 9 bedüs Effet 
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| framed :th:comprehend;jall,. to unite all 


and to make jall its Followers; eaſie here, 
and ete happy hereafter : 22 OY like 
Viſe his Miracles, without Partiality am 
without Diſtinction, brought Hel 
Comfort to all, The Rama and the Seng 
ritan, as well as the Jem, had nothing of 
Terrour, had nothing of Deſtruction in 
them; but were peaceful and gentle 5 
-them, as the Dove that deſcended, 
_ Heaven upon him who-wrought cher 
If Men were hungry in Neis Places, 
be was at the Expence; of a New Creation 
to feed them New they were -langviſhiog 
.,under-Diſeaſcs, :- bo ſupernatural Power 
he bealed them: he healed. chem by; that 
gentle and peaceful Power which, calm'd 
dhe Winds, and Seas tlrat were about to 
deſtroy them; that Power that controul'd 
{and rebukdchp Devils cht were buſied 
an, tormenting them. 4 pl b „ Fort 
As our, Sa Viour's Miracles vere al of a 
Piece Wirh his Doctrine, his Delivery. of 
that Doctrine was worthy. of them both. 
k was with Power that penetrated to the 
inmoſt Soul, and aſtoniſh}d and confound- 
ed his maſt dune Hearers. St. Luke 
„Chap. 4. Ver, 33. Aud they, were 1 
Fine; fer hir word was with. power. 
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to divide, and weaken, and tuine tlie 
urch, by a prete tended, impudent; 'obſtre- 
perous Zeal for its Unity; to teach dis Wil 
for ge Will of the Moſt High; and'by a 
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incredible if we had not ſo often ſeen it, to 
. e the Doctrine of the Devil by the 
Word of God, miſerably Wreſted to the 
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ty; or any of the Vertues that produce ct 


maintain Charity, as Gentlenieſs, Meekneſs] 
Patience, Forbearance, Peace- making, Mer- 
cy, Long ſuffering, and Forgiveneſs. If at 
any; time they take Notice of the Doctrine 
of Chriſt, in order to mingle it with their 
own, and make the latter paſs unſuſpecteq, 
they do it after ſuch a manner, as ſhews 
very plainly,” that it is not that they e- 
ſpouſe ; as ſhall be further obſerv'd in its 
proper Place. Their Buſineſs is to preach 
Diviſion and Diſſention, a Spirit of Party 


and of Faction, and to incite and inflame 


thoſe Paſſions that create or nouriſh Divi- 
hon; as Anger, Envy, Hatred, Malice, 
evil Speaking; evil Surmizings, impudent 


and opprobrious Invectives, prefumptuous 


and damnable Judgments; pretended Di- 
ſtruſts and ungrounded Jealouſies, audaci- 
ous and provoking Threatnings, Debate, 
Contention, Strife, Revenge, Confuſion, 
Riot, Murder. Tis their Bufineſs to in- 
<cenſe and exaſperate their Diſciples againſt 
all who contradi& their Opinions; not 
what they pretend to believe as to the Cre- 
denda of Chriſtianity, but the Faith they 
profeſs as to their -own Traditions, and the 

Doctrines of Devils. And therefore ?tis 
their Buſineſs to inflame their Diſciples, 
not againſt Infidels ( whether Jews or 
Tarks,) or againſt Pagans, but againſt 
| E thole 
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thoſe of the Chriſtian Faith nor againſt 


thoſe, who while they have only the Name 
of Chriſtians, are either Deults or down- 
right Atheiſts by an open. avowed Profel: 
ſion, or are thought to be ſuch at leaft in 
their Hearts, by the horrible Sins in which 
they live impenitent ; but againſt true and 


ſincere Believers; againſt thoſe who are 


under the Fear of God, and the ſacred 
Power of Conſcience. Theſe they account 
their mortal Enemies, f whom they 
exaſperate and inflame their Diſciples, ex- 
horting them both by Voice and Example, 
ſometimes. to laugh, ſometimes. to rail with 
unmanner' d frontleſs Invectives, at all the 
moſt venerable Chriſtian Vertues which 
ſhine ſo bright in the others, as Humility, 
Meekneſs, Moderation, Union, Charity; 
to hate them with an irreconcilable Ha- 
tred, to keep no Faith with them, to hold 
no Truſt inviolable, to be bound by nei- 
ther Vows nor Oaths, but as often as they 
find Opportunity, to purſue them to the 
Deſtruction of their Reputation, Liberty, 
Goods, and Life it ſelf; and to break thro' 
all Bonds, both Divine and. Humane,. to 
oppreſs them and deſtroy them. 
And as the Power of this World is ne- 
ceſſary for the ſupporting their ſpiritual 
Tyranny, they never fail to inſinuate into 
their Diſciples, that tis their Duty to throw 
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as much of it into their Hands, as they are 


able to graſp; to perſuade them, that the 


ure bound to eſpouſe the Cauſe of thoſe 
temporal Tyrants, with whom They their 
Paſtors have made an implicit Contract 
for the mutual enſlaving of Mankind. And 
the more theſe temporal Tyrants are the 
Devils Vicegerents, the more they tram- 
ark: ary Law, and Reaſon, and Equity, 
which are Bonds of Peace and Union to 
Mankind; that tis ſtil} more their Duty 
toextol them, to obey them, to ſerve them, 
and to adore them, And if theſe Tyrants 
are the Rulers of the Native Countries of 
theſe Antichriſts and their Diſciples, theſe 
Teachers mduſtriouſly inform their Hear- 
ers, that they are abſolutely and indiſpen- 
ſably bound to obey them, whatever exor- 
bitant Things they enjoin, or to ſuffer 
whatever they are graciouſly pleaſed to in- 
flict ; and this, contrary to Nature's origi- 
nal Law, (the firſt and ſtrongeſt Precept 
of which is Self-preſervation, and in order 
to it Self-defence,) that Law which our 
Saviour came to reſtore and to fulfil, and 
which none but the Devil and his Diſci- 
ples can ever come to deſtroy. And to 
induce them to this blind and impious O- 
bedience, they endeavour to prove, that 
theſe Tyrants are their Lords by Virtue of 
Fatherhood, and their Sovereign by Right 
In E 2 Divine; 
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Divine; tho' as good, as wiſe, and as for- 
cible Arguments may be brought to prove, 
that the Devil is a Lord by Virtue of Fa- 
therhood, and a Monarch by Right Di. 

vine, and conſequently, that he ought. al. 
ways to be obeyed, and dener to be Te- 

. liſted. eie 1 

And as theſe in 3 Amir Di. 
ſcipies to hate and perſecute thoſe Chriſti. 
ans moſt, who are under the Fear of God, 
0 and the, Power, of Conſcience; of all their 
Country Men and Fellow Subjects, they 
inſtruct chem to hate and malign them 
moſt, who are the moſt Zealous for the 
Maintenance of their native Rights, and 

the Validity and Power of Law. 
hut if the aforemention d ſecular Tyrants 
are the Rulers of foreign Nations, and are 
mortal Enemies to the native Countries 
of theſe Antichriſtian Teachers, and of their 
Diſciples; they are ſo far from being diſ 
couraged by this, that they are animated 
and encouraged the more to prevail upon 
their Hearers to eſpouſe them and to aſſiſt 
them, to rejoice at their Suceeſſes, andi to 
mourn at their Calamities, and to declare 
themſelves Enemies to their native Coun- 
try, and their native Rights, and Traytors 
to their lawful Prince, and to their very 
God, in ſpight of the molt, ſacred and hind- 
"ij Oats, which they have taken to the 
contrary, 


% 


. contrary... ; Nay, they exhort and prevail 
upon thoſe Diſciples to take the moſt ſo- 
lemn and binding Oaths to be true to their 


Prince, their Country, their Religion, and 


their Liberty, only that they may oppreſs 
them with the greater Security, and betray 
them more effectuall ff. 

Nor is the Doctrine of Antichriſt more 
remov id from Charity, than his Life, which 
is the moſt contrary to it that poſſibly Call 


be imagined; He divides from his Bre- 
thren of the Prieſthood, as ſoon as he finds 
that they are oblig'd to profeſs peaceful 
and Chriſtian Vertues, and that he cannot 
with them compaſs his ſpiritual Tyranny. 
And St. John, in the Words of the Context, 
makes this very ane 
Mark of Antichriſt. 1 Epiſt. of St. Jobs, 


Chap. 2. Ver. 18, 19. Little children, it is 


the laſt time: and as ye have heard that Anti- 
chriſt ſhall come, even now are there many An- 
tichriſts ; whereby ye may know that it is the 
laſt time. Ver. 19, They went out from us, but 


they were not of us : for if they bad been af us, 


they wonld no doubt have continued: with: us: 


but they went out that they might be made ma- 


nifeſt, that they were not at all of us. He lives, 
converſes with none, preaches to none, but 
ſuch as profeſs Diviſions; divides from all 
who are under the Power of the Goſpel, 
or the Power of Law; is a.' Foe, not 


only | 
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ouly to good Subjects, but to good Princes, 


and a Friend to Tyrants alone: A Tray. 
tor not only to his Prince, but to his Coun- 


try, whoſe Conſtitution he attacks by his 


enſlaving Doctrines, and his more wretch- 
ed abject Politicks of abſolute Non - reſiſt· 
ance, unconditional Obedience, the moſt 
inſufferable kind of High Treaſon. For if 
he ſo juſtly ſuffers Death, who only at- 
tempts the Executive Power, what may he 
not deſerve, who audaciouſly attacks, not 


only all the Legiſlative (which includes the 
Recutive, ) but the very Law? He not on- 


ly hates both Princes and Subjects, who 
govern by, and declare for Law, but hates 
them with a more envenom'd Hatred, a 
mot felonious Rancour, than ever has been 


kaown, upon a mere ſecular Account: Re- 


viles, reproaches, miſrepreſents, calumni- 
ates them, and, as far as lies in his Power, 
rs, ruines, curſes, kills, and damns 

Inſtead of a profound and a Chriſtian Hu- 
mility, he manifeſts a more than Humane 


Pride; exalts himſelf above all that the 


World calls Great, with his independent 
Power, his uninterrupted Succeſſion, his 


indelible Character, and his Right Divine. 


And that Pride is attended, againſt all who 
oppoſe it, with a Rage, an Envy, a Ha- 
tred, a Malice Inhuman and Diabokcal. 


(27) 
„ But above. all, a diſdainful, ridiculous Fury, 
and an unheard of Cruelty; a Cruelty that 
- ſpares no Age, e, no Sex, and no Degree; t Hat 
IS — deſtroy d entire N 1 the People : 
and their * toget 4 
1 Inſtead of the abje Id e contempuble Con- 
t ¶ dition of our Saviour — his Diſciples, be- 
if hold his Oppoſite with pompous Titles, and 
t. pompous Equipages, and an Ambition — | 
e unſatiable, - Inſtead. of, their e e N 
t their Diſintereſtedneſs, behold him loaded 
e with Bene fices, Sinecures, Pluralities, Dig - 
- I nities;; flowing with Wealth, yet pining 
o I Gill with Avarice. Inſtead of their rigid 
ES Mortifications, behold him indulging him- 
a 
N 


ſelf in Faſts, more luxurious than the Feaſts 
n i of, others; behold him meditating a lazy, 
e- Ia refined, and a temperate Luxury, that 
i- pampers and indulges Nature inſtead of 
b pe her; that keeps all her Appe- 
Ws ates 8 and keen, and raiſes all her Luſts 
I and Paſfions high 
u- As his Dorn is confirmed by his: Ex- 
6 ample, it is extremely enforced by his man- 
ie Iner of Delivering it. But becauſe he is 
It foblig'd to mix the Doctrine of the Goſpel 
with his own, in order to make the latter 
paſs by Virtue of the former, let us diſtin- 


guiſh = he preaches into, Firſt, The 
Doehle of Christ; neh r Tra- 
; itions, 
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ditions , ' and: Humane Inventions ; and, 
Thirdly, The Doctrines of Devils. 0 


'Fir ſt then, He is obliged to divas che) 
Doctrine of our Saviour in order to make 


his own paſs. And that Doctrine com- 


prehehds; Firſt, the Duties, and, Secondly, 
the My ſteries of Chriſtianity. Theſe Duties 


likewiſe. ate either, Firft, purely Moral, 


or, Secondly, Chriſtian. For thoſe that are 

purely Moral, he preaches them coldly, 

enforces them feebly, dehorts from che con- 
trar 8 Vices faintly; ſcarce ever mentions 
thoſe which are moſt raging and moſt epi- 
demical; or if at any time he does mention 
them, he has nothing. in his Air, in his 


Tone, in his Action, that ſhews an ardent 
Concern for the Glory of God, for che Pro- 


ſperity of the State that he lives i in, or for 
the Salvation of the Souls of Men. 
For the Chriſtian Vertues, and ace 

ally thoſe of Charity and Humility, h 

Hearers can never have any Notion of 125 
from him. Charity, in his Mouth, dwin- 
dles to mere giving of Alms, which 5 is but 
a poor and inconſiderable Branch of that 
Divine Vertue. He ſeems to be aflaid to 


let his Diſciples ſo much as hear of the Love 
of God, and of all Mankind for the fake of 
God; or if he does at any time mention 
it, even that ardent Vertue grows cold in 
his Mouth, and expires upon his Antichri- 

ſtian 
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(29) 
ſtian Tongue, ſcarce ever reaching the Ears 
of his Hearers, much leſs piercing their 
Hearts. His Soul is an utter Stranger to 
thoſe Heavenly Emotions, thoſe” Divine 
Raptures that inflame tlie Hearts of the ra- 
viſn'd Hearers with Seraphick Love. He 
never ſo much as preaches one Sermon, 
never ſo much as writes one Treatiſe of 
that attractive Vertue Humility, the ſoſt 
and tender Nurſe of Charity. He either 
ſays nothing of Patience, Submiſſion, For- 
bearance; Long - ſuffering, or he preaches 
them after ſuch a manner, that in his Mouth 
they produce Tumult, Fury, Faction, Ri- 


ot, and Rebellion, and all thoſe Diabolical 


Paſſions and Diabolical Vices, Which are 
ſo deſtructive to the Temporal and Eternal 
Happineſs of Men. 
And all theſe Duties, both Moral and 
Chriſtian, are but feebly and faintly enfor- 
ced by the Myſteries, even thoſe ſtupen- 
dous Myſteries, that are capable of ſupply- 
ing him with the moſt moving and ſubli- 
meſt Eloquence, with a more than humane 
Force and Fire, and with a Vehemence ir- 
reſiſtable; thoſe Myſteries ſo wondertully 
important to himſelf and to his Hearers, 
which no Man can believe and ſpeak of as he 
ought to do, but he mult alarm and alter Na- 
ture in the Hearts of all who liſten to him; 
raiſe the molt tranſporting Joy on the one 


ſide, 
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ade, or the moſt dreadful Aſtoniſhment, 


the moſt amazing Horrour on the other; 


thoſe very Myſteries are ſpoke of by him 


after ſo cold and languiſhing a Manner, 
as cauſes Unbelievers to turn Scorners, and 
Believers to become Apoſtates. How does 
the Deiſt ſmile, and the Atheiſt laugh, to 
ſee this Preacher diſcourſe of Death and 
Judgment, of Heaven and Hell, calmly and 
without Emotion, wha the Moment after- 
wards, falls into a Flame upon an empty 
- Diſpute, of turning to the Eaſt, or bowing 
to an inſenſate Akarl 
But he who is ſo unconcerned for the 
Salvation of the Souls of Men, for the Ho- 
nour of God, and the Intereſt of Religion, 
comes immediately to be warm and eager, 
when his own Reputation and his Own 
Intereſt are never fo little concern'd. And 
he Who daily with Phlegm and Temper 
| hears the Name of his Maker profan'd, his 
Myſteries reviPd, his Threatnings defy d, 
his Protection renounc'd, nay, and his very 
Being deny'd, contends warmly and eager- 
ly for Humane Traditions and Humane In. 
ventions; for Forms, and Rites, and Ha- 
bits, and Ceremonies, and whatever ſerves 
to nouriſh his Spiritual Pride, and indulge 
his Luft of owe. 4.0 01280. 


1 

But when in order to extinguiſh Chari- 
ty, to divide Mankind, and to increaſe his 
own and his Father's ſpiritual Tyranny, 
he preaches the DoQtrine of Devils, ! 
es Rage, and Hatred, and Envy, and Ma- 
lice, then is his Delivery becoming of his 
Doctrine; then you may behold him burn- 
ing with Fury, and diſtorted with Con- 


 vulſions, and both Body and Soul entirely 


poſſeſs d with the ſame infernal Paſſions, 


which he would excite in his Hearers. 


Let us now conſider the Influence which 
ſuch DoQtrines, ſuch Examples, and ſuch 
a Delivery has upon the Minds of Men. 
We have already hinted, that the Defign 
of the Devil by Antichriſt, is, to take Gc- 
caſion from the Chriſtian Religion, by 
which our Saviour deſign'd to unite Mens 
Affections to himſelf and to one another, 
to introduce a more dangerous and deſpe- 
rate Diviſion among them, than ever had 
been known before: And now we ſhall 
ſhew, that he ſo far obtain'd his Deſign, 
that there was a more general Vertue a- 
mong Men in the groſſeſt Times of Paga- 
niſm, than there has been ſince our Savi- 
our came into the World, excepting the 
firſt and moſt primitive Times of Chriſtia- 
nity; that is, thoſe Times when the Supreme 
Magiſtrate was not as yet Chriftian, and 
Chriſtian Prieſts were yet undebauch'd by 
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worldly Power and Greatneſs; and Second. 


{y, That there is at this Time a more gene. 


Viertue in other Places, than there is in 
che Chriſtian; World; and Thirdly, Lhat 
this Deficiency, and theſe Corruptions a- 
mong Chriſtians, have proceeded, and do 
proceed, from the Antichriſtian Lives and 
Borines of ſeveral among their Clergy. - 


Firſt, There, was a more general Vertue - 


in the Times of Paganiſm, than ever there 
Has been ſince our Saviour came into the 
World. In thoſe Times of Idolatry, there 
were more free Nations in the World, than 
ever there have been ſince the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Chriſtian Religion. And ſince 
there was more Liberty then, there was 
more Union, more Juſtice, more Fortitude, 
more Poblick Spirit, For Antichriſt, in 
order to extinguiſh Charity, and to raiſe 
Diviſions among Men, makes it his Buſt- 
nels, with all his Might, every where to 
eſtabliſh Tyranny. For as Civil Liberty 
is founded upon Vertue, and Reaſon, and 
Law; Tyranny is eſtabliſh*d, upon, Wall, 
and Paſſion, and Vice: And as Mankind 
is united by Reaſon, and Vertue, and Law, 
they are divided by Humour, and Paſſion, 
and Vice, Among thoſe free States that 
flouriſhed inthe Times of Paganiſm, there 
Were two more illuſtrious than the reſt, 
them, 


* 


Who before Corruption crept in amongſt 


(33 ) 
them, had the Moral Vertues in ſo high 
a Degree, as no Chriſtian Nation has ever 
been able to boaſt of. There was a ſuecceſ- 
ſive Race of Heroes among them, who had 
not only a Temperance and Juſtice, a Va- 
lour, but even a Diſintereſtedneſs, and Mag- 
nanimity, and an Height of Heroic Forti- 
tude, which made them as much ſuperiour 
to other Men, as other Men are to Beaſts. 
Nay, without being taught Charity by 
Divine Revelation, or ſuſtained in it by 
the Greatneſs of the Chriſtian Hope, they 
practiſed a very good Degree of it, either 
by the Force of Reaſon and Nature, or by 
ſome ſecret Inſpiration. For they had a 
Publick Vertue and Publick Spirit, which 
the Chriſtian World has thought more pro- 
per for its Wonder, than Imitation. They 
loved Liberty and their Country more than 
Life, hated Slavery more than Death, look- 
ed upon all who favour'd Tyrants, as fo 
many Monſters and Parricides, and purſu- 
ed Tyranny with extream Vengeance, even 
in their neareſt Friends and their deareſt 
Relations. They laid down their Lives 


with the greateſt Alacrity, for their Coun- 


try and the Publick Liberty, and never 
uſed their Valour againſt either. They 
never had any Faction or Diviſion upon a 
Religious Account, had but few Civil Wars 


among them, and nqt ane Religious, ex- 


cept 


(34) 


cept the E oyptians, who had degenerated 


into ſo Bell. a Fanaticiſm, as made them 
contemptible to the reft of tlie World, 
which eaſily underſtood by the Force of 
Reaſon, that Religion was 'defign'd to u- 
nite and compoſe, and not to divide and 
embroil the World. 1 „Vin 
If from ancient Rane br bee we turn 


our Eyes upon our own Nation, and u 
our own 


mes, Where ſhall Go find the 
leaſt Footſteps of their general publick, or 
private Vertue? That we have not fo 
much as the Shadow of their general pub- 
lick Vertue, is plain, even to Senſe; for 


we ſee Thouſands among us diſclaiming 


all Pretence to it. We ſee Thoufands that 
fpeak and act with Impunity againſt their 
Sovereign, their Country, their Liberty, 
and their Laws ; Perſons againſt whom 
thoſe Laws have made no Proviſion, be- 
cauſe that our Anceſtors never believed 
that there could be ſuch Monſters and 
Parricides in Nature: We ſee Thouſands 
openly threatning Deſtruction to their 
Country, their Friends, their Relations, 
and to every thing that ought to be moſt 
dear to them; and contriving Succeſs to 
the mortal Enemy, of all that ought to be 
valuable, of all that ought to be facred to 
them. Since then we have not the ger 
neral publick Vertue, nor publick e 
whic 


( 3s ) 

which rendred thoſe ancient States fo illu- 
ſtrious; it follows, that we have not their 
general private Vertue. For publick Spi- 
it is founded upon private Vertue, and is 
the neceſſary Reſult of that; fo that thro? 
whatever Nation publick Spirit is ſpread, 
through that Nation private Vertue muſt 
be generally diffuſed. And therefore, if we 
daily ſee ſo many attempting the Ruine of 
their Country, *tis becauſe their Pride, their 
Avarice, their Neceſſity, and their Luxu- 
ry, have made their preſent Condition in- 
ſuppor table, and any Change deſirable. But 
if any one thinks thoſe ancient States o- d 
their general Vertue to the Forms of their 
Government, which were both Republicks, 
to him we anſwer, that no modern Re- 
publick either hath, or has had, the Vertue 
which thoſe ancient States had : Beſides, 
that Rome was vertuous under its Kings, 
and ſo was Sparta and Macedon among the 
Grecians, as likewiſe Perſia in the limes 
of its firſt Monarchs. 

But Secondly, If we conſider only our 
own Times, we ſhall find a more general 
Vertue, both publick and private, in any 
Civiliz d Nation upon the Globe, than in 
thoſe of the Chriſtian World. Caſt your 
Eyes, for Example, among the Mahomet ans, 
you ſhall find among them leſs Ambition, 
leſs Avarice, leſs Luxury, leſs Fraud, leſs 

: Injuſtice, 
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Injuſtice, leſs Perjury, leſs Perfidiouſieſs, 


than you' ſhall meet with among Chriſti- 
ans. You ſhall find, that while every Chri- 
ſtian State is at preſent engaged againſt 
ſome other Chriſtian Nation, in a deſperate 
bloody Contention, that theſe Infidels at 
the ſame time have no Wars with thoſe of 
their own Religion; but that Mahometans 
with Mahometans, the Ottoman with the 
Perſian, the Perſian with the Mogul, living 
in Friendſhip and a profound Peace, liſten 
with aſtoniſh'd Ears to the numberleſs, 
endleſs Quarrels of the Sons of Charity. 
What Opinion muſt they conceive of our 
Religion, when they find, that the only 
Perſons who profeſs the practice of Chari- 
ty, are they who live in endleſs Wars with 
thoſe of their own Faith? That they are 
not only eternally engaged in Civil Wars, 

which are ſo rare among themſelves, but 
even in Wars unheard of among the Infi- 

dels, and which they cannot think of with- 

out Horrour, I mean in Wars of Religion ? 

What Opinion, muſt they conceive of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and of the Faith of 

thoſe who pretend to teach others Charity, 
when they find that our very Prieſts, thoſe 
Dove-like Meſſengers of the Prince of 
Peace, have been the Cauſes, the Abettors, 
and the Incendiaries of all thoſe Foreign, 
and Domeſtick, and Religious Wars a- 
| mong 
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70 gf 0 De ſign of. the 
Tench Succeſſio San ba Monarchy 
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„Which Has Po Cee eluge 

1000 to Wage the Christian World 
That it Was aPrielt who put Our firſt King 
Charles upon thoſe violent. Meaſurcs, that 
occaſion'd the Civil Wars of Eng land. ? 
That 1 it was a Prieſt that involved = 
in all that Miſery. and Devaſtation in which 
it now lies waſte?, That rhey. were Prieſts 
Who gave up the Liberties of France, and 
afterwards thoſe of Denmark : 55 That they 
are Prieſts who are at preſent doing their 
utmoſt Endeavour to deliver up our on? 

What muſt they think of the Chriſtian 
Faith, when the very vileſt Prieſts, even 
of all the vile ones which we have men- 
tioned. above, thoſe Prieſts who put a late 
unfortunate Prince upon. br caking through 
all thoſe Bonds Divine and Human, 
which united him to his Subjects; thaſe 
Incendiaries of Souls, thoſe perfidious Peſts 
of Societies, and common Diſturbers, of 
the 88 World, are called bythe / 
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Name of the bleſſed Founder of our Reli 
gion, as the moſt profligate Lay Man that 
ever was upon the Earth is entiruled the 
RT Co > acc 
But Thirdh, if we conſider only our wn 
Nation, and our own Times, compare 
with thoſe of our Anceſtors, we ſhall fin 
that there was among them a more general 

blick and private Vertue, than we out 
elves can boaſt of; and that Prieſtcraft 
and Atheiſm, Eccleſiaſtical Hypocriſy and 

Laical Deiſm, Right Divine and Socinia. 


niſm, Non-Refiftance and Publick Treaſon, 


Paſſive Obedience and unnatural prodigi- 
ous Luxury, have grown up and increas d 
—_—] e ef dae 
Since then there neither is, nor has heen, 
among Chriſtians, the general publick ang 
private Vertue, that there was in the groſ- 
ſeſt Times of Paganiſm ; nor is there now 
in the Chriſtian World the ſame degree 
of Vertue that is to be found in ſome other 
Parts of the Globe ; nor have we, in our 
own Nation, as much general publick and 
private Vertue as our Anceſtors formerly 
had ; and we yet profeſs a Religion more 
pure than our Anceſtors formerly knew; 
a Religion that teaches a more perfect and 
_ exalted Vertue, than the Religion, or the 
Philoſophy of the Græcians and Romans 
taught, or than is taught by any Reli 


_ 
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gion that is at preſent eſtabliſfꝭd out of 
the Chriſtian World: It follows, that the 
Want of general Vertue among Modern 
Chriſtians, ' muſt proceed frotm the Hear- 
ers, or the Teachers, of Chriſtianity. But 
from the Hearers it cannot proceed; for 
Men are by Nature the ſame that they 
were formerly; have the fame Force f 
Underſtanding; the {ame pafſſionate and 
ardent Defire to be rightly inſtrukted, and 
to be truly happy; and are the more a. 
dapted and prepared for Inſtruction and 
for Happineſs by a greater Light of Know- 
ledge, and a greater Experience of Things. 

The Fault being neither in the Doctrine, 
nor in the Hearers, it follows, that the 
want of general Vertue muſt proceed from 
ſome of the Teachers, who contaminate 
the Doctrine of Chriſt by their own In- 
ventions, and the Doctrines of Devils. But 
that the want of | ken Vertue among us, 
and our deplorable Corruption of Manners, 


does principally proceed from the foreſaid 


Cauſe, is evident from that which follows. 
A general Vertue depends upon Reli- 
gion; for all Vertue proceeds from good 
Senſe, or is the Reſult of Religion: But 
not one Man in fifty having good Senſe, a 
general Vertue muſt be the Reſult of Re- 
igion; which is likewiſe proved by Ex- 
perience : For all States thro' which a ge- 
| G 2 neral 


- 


roy 


an the fame cime Religions ;;...::; 
a Bur here, 8 ought, to obſerve, tharihs 
Religion; e de l Ly 
prads, mu 
natural Religion ſpeaks to. cultivated R Ren 
; Which, as ſo rarely e wh 18% 
but [Revelation ſpeaks to Senſe, w hich is 
bemmon to all Men. onibuct wt ot 
bout of all Revelatigns, the Cri 
Religion is moſt proper, even Wicker 
help of ſupernatural Afſiltabee, to 80 
augeneral (both publick bee priate) ):V+ 
tue; The, publick,, becayſe.,tis the on 
Religion; that, caches, Charity 5,w Which Ul- 
vine Vertue is the very Height. and Perfe- 
Sion of publick Spirit; The private, be⸗ 


cauſe every, Vertue is comprehended-in 


Charly, and; bęeauſe the Chriſtian· R li, 
bn las provided che moſt eflectual Re: 
medics for the ture chief Cauſes, of; the 
Corruption 91 Manners 5 which. 1 in. 
Words of ther Apoſtle, l, of tbe 
the; laji of the ee, aud the pride; of life. 

Now every; Religion, like every "Go- 
vernment, is, humanly; ſpeaking, Mmainr 
tain'd by the very fame Methods by which 
that particylary Religion was at firſt eltar 
bldd ; as that of Mahemet, which began 
by the Swords; was, maintained-and carried 


00 0 by the Words _ the. Modern Nat 
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Belgie; 18 maintain d by tbe ſame; Foree 
and the ſame Fraud to Which it owed its 
Origin. And every Religion loſes its Farce 
by the contrary. Methods to thoſe! which 
at ! firſt eltabliſhed. At- ai J elt ut fin 
; As. then; the Chriſtian Religion was at 
frlt eſtabliſÞ!d;by the Doctrine of Chavity; 
10 KG the great Examples! of Charity, 
ch our Saviour and: his Apoſtles! gave 
through the whole equrſe of their Lives, 
as it was maintain d by the ſame Methods; 
So Chriſtian, Piety can only, decay, by 
the Antichriſtian ke and Antichtri- 
ſtian DoGrines, of thoſe. who pretend, 0 
teach ic. 418 ag): 0 0 
Since then * general Vertue in every 
Nation. depends upon the Revelation eſta- 
bliſh'd there, whether. true or pretended 3 


and the Revelation eſtabliſhed. in eve 


Nation is maintained by.the fame Met 
to which it owed its Grigin, and loſes pa 
Force by the contrary Methods as far, as 


it can humanly loſe it: And ſince the 
Chriſtian Revelation owes its Eſtabliſh- 


ment to the Poctrine and Examples of Cha- 
rity, which ſhone in its firſt Teachers; it 
follows, that the want of a general Vertue, 
and that deplorable Corruption of Man- 
ners that reigus among us, are wing to 
the innen Peers and n 
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42 
of ſome of the Modern Teachers of Chi. 
ſtianity. 47 111 * OJ Du IBI 1 +: 
Thies we have done dur Endeavour | to 
ſhew / how Antichriſt ftands oppoſed to 
9 4 in his Prieſthood, and in his Ty⸗ 
We hall only lay one Word of 
u dfition to him as a Propflet. Arid 
— we have reafon to fear that we 
have been already tedious, we ſhall _ 
the other Prophetical Functions, Which a 
fo neatly/ally'd to thoſe of rhe PrieftHood, 
and only juſt ſay ſomething of his Predi- 
ctions . Our Saviour foretold' the Deſtru- 
crion of Jeruſalem, and of the Secend Tem- 
ple, to confirm the Faith of Chriſtiats, and 
to augment their Charity, by ſhewing how 
litle Dependance is to be had upon the 
Pomp and Glories of this Wotl#; and up- 
an düutward and ap earing' Sancti ity.” An 
tichtiſt forerells the Fall of the Third Tem- 
ple, Whieh our Saviour has aſſur d us ſhall 
never fall, only that he may divide and 
embroil the World, and extinguiſn Cha- 
rity.” For the Danger of the Church has 
now for ſome time been the general Out- 
cry. But wy we not have Leave to asl 
thoſe many Antichriſts, When they ſay 
the Church is in Danger, What they mean 
by. rhe Church, and of whom it is com- 
pos d? What the Danger is with which 


it 1s threatned : Or, from whom or whence 
it 


r 1 | 
V9 
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ſit muſt come? May we, not have Leave 
to | to ask them one plain Jueſtion ? Are the 
to | Souls of Men to whom they preach ; in dan» 
ja 15 ? If they are not, Why do they. preach 
to them? ut if the y are, is that the Dan - 


gr they ſpeak of wh they ſay the Churc 
F Danger? Or, is it another — Sf 


e more ridiculous ?. ny thin 
ber 1 50 abſurd, when the gr 4 707 anf 
nay, & the only Concern, 5 
thoſe to whom the) y ſpeak lies at 7 to 


par'd to that is not a Trifle ? There is not 
one of them that preaches to a very nu- 
merous Congregation, but every Sermon 
which he preaches is the laſt to ſome, of 
An- them, to one of them at leaſt. And who 
m- | knows when they are afſembled, who that 


hall one may be? Who knows how near he 


and [himſelf is to Death and final Judgment? 
ha- How near to a Danger horrible even to 
has ¶conceive? And can this fooliſh, this tri- 
Jut- [ fling, this impudent Preacher pretend. ro 


as f allarm them with another Danger, a Peril 


ſay of ſomething more remote, a Peril perhaps 
ean ſin Fancy or in Fiction only; a Danger, be 
om - it what it Will, that is not worth a Mo- 
hich I ment's Thought, compared to this ſtupen- 
ence I dious Danger? Is not this like putting a 

it Man. In mind, who is about to periſh in a 
Storm 
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allarm them with Tages? For what com- 


3 


Ha” 


storm, a thouſand 13 es off ffbtm Shore, 
juſt in the Moment that the 5705 opens 
its dreadful Abyls to ſwallow him, of put- 
ting him in mind of ſome triflin Loſs that 
he- is like to ſuftain on Shore ? Would 
not this be a barbarous, would not rhis be 
| - monſtrous mocking, of him, jült in the 
— * Moment that de is about to pe- 
Would it 8908 be, by ſo much the 
rs barbarous, by ſo much the more mon- 
ftrous; in that it -fhould come from ot 
who muſt be about to periſh with him? 
But if by this Danger, he means the 
Danger of Damnation, which the Souls 
are in to whom he preaches; from What 
or'' whence is this Danger fear d? Is it 
from the actual and habitual Sins of his 
Heiters'? Or, have they ſo few. of both, 
that they are at leiſure to apprehend Dam- 
nation from ſomething more foreign and 
more remote? If *ris from their actual and 
habitual Sins, and that extream Corrup- 
tion which reigns in the Congregation to 
which he preaches ; for in what "Congre- 
gations at preſent does not extream Cor- 
ruption reign ? Is nor this a fooliſh, 1s not 
this an impudent inſulting of them ? Have 
ſome certain Preachers brought them into 
this Danger? And is it in their Power to 
help them our of it? And are they con; 
rented. with barely threatning it? Has it 


not 
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not been made moſt clear and moſt perſpi- 
cuous, that the extream Corruption of the 
Laity, proceeds from the Antichriſtian Bo- 
crines, proceeds from the Antichriſtian 
Practices of ſome certain Preachers? Let 
but thoſe Preachers reform their Doctrines, 
and reform their Practices, and I'll engage 
that the wretched Laity ſhall reform im- 
elne 1 5 


But alas! the Danger that thoſe Preach- 


ers threaten, 'is not from the Sins of the 
People to whom they preach ; is not from 
the-extream Corruption of Manners that 


_ reigns in their Congregations. For when 


have theſe Prophets ever inveighed againſt 


their moſt predominant V ices 2 By what 
Sermons have they ever ſignaliz?d them- 


ſelves againſt their Ambition, againſt their 
Avarice, | againſt their Oppreſſions, their 


publick and private Rapines, againſt their 


new, their unheard of, their unnatural 


Luxuries ? Did they ever threaten them 
with Danger from theſe? Are they really 
in no Danger from theſe? Are they not 
in a thouſand times more Danger from 


theſe, than they can be from any thing 
ele in the World ? if they are, why are 


they not told ſo ? if they are not, from 


what wonderful, what unconceivable 
thing is it from which they are more in 


Dy ', 7 From 


— — — 


14 
| 
1 
i 


— —_— "+ 
— FD» 


. —— SS $racin 


ö 5 * n 
= \ a " ” x, Auth a4 . 
2 F . 
, * 
( | * ) 


From what has been ſaid, tis plain that 
by the Danger of the Church, theſe Preach- 
ers mean not the Danger of Damnation 
which their Hearers ate in from their nu- 
merous and crying Sins. It follows then, 
that they mean 8 is of no Con- 
cern to their Hearers: for if they would 
ſpeak of things that are of any Concern to 
them, why not their main, their Whole, 
their tremendous Concern?! Why do they 
omit. that, and:threaten them with Trifles? 
W 90 do they either not mention it, or 
While they mention, ſpeak of it ſo very 
coldly ; they who while they ſpeak of the 
Danger of the Church, declaim fo very 
warmly? Is it not ſhrewdly; to be ſuſpe- 
cted, that by the Church they mean them 
ſelves, mean their own Intereſts. and their 
own Power? O fooliſh and miſerable Lai- 
ty! to be ſo much allarm'd, and delud 
and divided hy theſe, Who are ſo cool, 
unconcern'd for you; ſo very warm, and 
ſo very much concern'd for themſelves 
who not only neglect your real Dangers, 
but by falſly allarming you with imaginary 

ones, bring you into the only real, the only 
dreadful Danger. For ſet me asl yon 
once more, What is this ptetended Dan- 
ger of the Church? Is it the Danger of 
the Catholick Church, againſt the which 
our Saviour has told us, that % gates 4 
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Hell ſhall nos prevail? Is not this Aſſurance 
enough, that it ſnall not fall? Or are ſome 
Prieſts more dangerous than the Devils? 


Or, by the Danger of the Church, do they 


mean the Diſeipline and the Government 
of ſome particular Chureh? As for Exam: 
ple, the Diſcipline and the Government of 


the National Church of Exgand?: Are theſe 


in Danger to/ be: alter'd ? Suppoſing they 
were: Theſe are Things, by the Conteſſion 
of all; of no N eceſſity to Salvation 5 and 
Things, by the Confefhon of all but them- 
ſelves, at liberty to be alter d in every Na- 
tion, at the Will of their Legiſlators. And 
conſequently, if this Danger were real, it 
would be of no Significancy to their Hear- 
ers. But this Danger is not real; and no 
Shadow of Proof has been brought to ſhew, 


that the Diſcipline and Government of the 


Church are in any manner of Peril; nay, 
unanſwerable Arguments have been brought 
to prove, that they are not in Danger. O 
[fooliſh and wretched People | to be thus in- 
cenſed and- exaſperated againſt each other, 


by the vain fear of a fictitious Danger; 
which, were it true, would be Ten thou- 
land times leſs than the Danger into which 


it brings you; a Danger, which, by the 


Confeſſion of all, is the moſt real, and moſt 
horrible of all Dangers; the Danger of Eter- 
nal Damnation from your want of Charity. 
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The exacteſt Diſcipline of the moſt per- 


fect Church is only in order to the ſaving 
of Souls. The Deſign of our  Saviour's 
coming into the World, was to ſave xouls, 
and not to eſtabliſh Diſcipline: For where 
is the Diſcipline which our Saviour eſta- 
bliſd ? Can any thinking Man believe, 
that out Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who came 
to pull down the Partition Wall that was 
between the Jews and the Gentiles, by a- 
boliſhing the Ceremonial Law, and the 
Eccleſiaftick Diſcipline of the Jemiſh Na- 


tion, could ever deſign another certain Diſ- 


eipline, and other certain Ceremonies, 
Which he could not but foreſee would 
create a Diviſion among his future Diſci- 
'ples? But Antichriſt deſigns, by deſtroying 
Charity, to damn Souls, that he may pre- 


Nerve Diſcipline. Tis the Danger that Ec- 


cleſiaſtical Diſcipline is in, at Which he is 
conſtantly allarm d. O vain and impudent 


Pretence! For ſuppoſe the Danger true, as 


it is certainly moſt falſe, how very fooliſh 
muſt that Preacher be, who pretends to be 
allarm'd at any thing more, than the Dan- 
ger of thoſe Souls which alone he prea- 
ches to ſave, than the Danger of thoſe 
Souls for Which alone our Saviour di- 
ed? How many of thoſe miſerable Souls 
have been for ever loſt, while they have 
been hearkning to the Danger of the 
5 + Church, 


TH) 


Church, and dying impenitent in Hatred 

6 and in deviliſn Malice, by the Inſtigation 
s of theſ& their Paſtors againſt their innocent 

z Brethren'; have, to their Everlaſting Con- 
% 


fuſion, found in Hell that the Church is 
not in Danger tinw ,wo-: . ee . 
- Thirdly, Thus I have given you the 
Marks by which Antichriſt ſtands oppos' d 
to Jeſus Chriſt, as a King, a! Prieſt, and 
a' Frephet: 1 ſhal now ſum uß all thoſe 
Marks in one grand CharaQerifticat Mark, 
that as we have ſhewn above that Anti- 
chrift is a Prieſt,” ſo it may be plain to 
the meaneſt Capacity who theſe Prieſts are 
of whom it may be ſaid, in the Words of 
the Text, Even nom there are mum Anti- 
Every Prieſt then, who, when he prea- 
ches, does apparently and maliciouſſy wreſt 
the Goſpel, or the Epiſtles which explain 
the Goſpel, to ſay ſomething that is quite 
contrary to the great Deſign of our Savi- 
viour, that Prieſt is Antichriſt. Now the 
great Deſign of our Saviour in preaching | 
the Goſpel of his Kingdom, was to do 1 
principally two Things; Firſt, to reſtore ; 
the Law of Nature; and Secondly, to re- [ 
vive and reſtore Charity. HY As 
Firſt, The great Deſign of our Saviour's 
coming into the World, was to reſtore and 
fulfil the Law of Nature. Matt. 5. v. 17. 
| | Think 
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16. This is the covenant: that. 


Think aof that 1 came 0. Ae the Lum and 
the Prophet, I am not game te dftroy Get to 
fullil. And ver. 18, Fer ver il I. ſay unto 
304, till heaven and Fn aſs, one jot or one 


tirtle hal in no wiſe paſs from tlie lam, till 
all be fulfilled, Now, — — was the LA) 
that Our Saviour came Ito fulfil? Not the 
Ceremonial. Law; for that he came ta 
diſannul, Epiſt. to the Hebrews, Chap, 6; 
ver. 1 fl. For there js verily a tendon of 
the augen 4 before for the meals 
eſs oy vnprofit ablenoſi \theregf. ver. 10 
For the dam made worhing perfo And what 
Law is it Which guy daviour lang abt e. 
wain ta the End of the World?. Not the 
Ceremonial Law, for that is alrgadyi abo: 
liſh'd. Heb. 10. boars, 8, 9. <p _ be 
laid, [at ifies and offering, and burnt-offering, 
fern ae nat, naitler badſt pleaſure: therein, 
meh oarko gered b ie lab, Then ha Maid, 
| Lo: come'to do dh i, O God, Tie _ 
away thefitft, that he nay; eſtabliſh the: fecond. 
Now», what: is this Second Law which our 
Saviour came to eſtabliſi? What but the 
Lawof Nature, or the Moral Law; 28 ap- 
pears by:the foremention'd deppen Ver 
* make 
with them, after thaſe: ook faith the Lord, 1 


will put my Laws ante ther: * * und in their 
minds will I write then. 


Brea Deſign of our:Saviour's Doctrine was 


£0 


nce then the} iity 


. 
td reſtore the La of Nature, every Prieſt 
who wrelts the Goſpel, or the Epiſtles 
„ | whick explain the Goſpel, to ſay any thing 
ic h offends againſt the Law of Nature, 

that Prieſt is Antichrift. . Now tlie eldeſt 
ge of Nature's Laws, and that which Man is 
the hardeſt brought to violate, by the una- 


evident, that without Self. Defence the Law 
of Self. Preſer vation cannot be kept invio- 
lated; and that without Reſiſtance there 
can be no Self- Defece. Whatever. Prieſt 
then pretends to make the Scripture ſay 
any ching againſt/ an; manner of Reſiſt 
ance; of unjuſt Violence, that is neceſſary 
to geifcPreſervation this eldeft LAaw of Na- 


Hearts, and has-Writ in our Minds, and 
which only the Devil and bis Diſciples 
can ever deſign to deface ; that Prieſt is as 
much oppoſed to our Saviour, as any thin 


one Gf. che many of whom we may ſay in 
the Words of the Text, Even hom there rt 
— if. 
But Secondiy, The other great Defign of 
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rey." Goſp. of St. Job», Chap! 15. Ver. 122 
This is n commandment,” that 9e love q 
morher. And this great Deſign compre: 
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6, mimeus Confeſſion of all who have treated 
of I of it, is Self. Preſervation. But this is moſt 
ture, This Law Weh God has put in our 
poſſibly can de oppoſed; auth n thorefole 


our Saviour's Doctrine was ts reſtore Cha? 


hends 


(52) 


hends the other, 212. the reſtoring of the 
Law of Nature, Gal. 4. Ver. 15. For all 
the law is fulfilled: in one word, even in this, 
Thou ſhalt. love thy neighbour as thy ſelf. And 
Rom. 13: ver. 8,9, 10. Ume:no man any thing, 
but to love one another: for be that loveth ano. 
ther hath fulfilled the law. V. 9. For this, thou 
ſbalt not commit adultery, thou ſhalt nat kill 
thou ſhalt not ſteal, thou ſhalt not bear falſe wit. 
meſs, thou ſhalt not tovet ; and if there b am 
other commanament, it is briefly comprehended 
in this ſaying, Thea. ſbalt love thy neighbour 
as thy ſelf. v. 10. Love worketh no ill to (his 
neighbour-: therefore love is the fulfilling of 
the law. Thus Charity includes the Law 
of Nature. But it likewiſe includes a great 
deal more. For by the Law of Nature, 
as it ſtands now, is meant only that which 
can be gathered by the Light of Reaſon: 
bat the Law of Charity includes more 
than what can be gather from the Light 
of corrupted Reaſon, and is the firſt; Law 
of Nature which was given to Adam in his 
State of Perfection, 1 Epiſt. of St. John, 
Chap. 3. verſ. 11. For this is the meſſage thu 
ye have heard from the beginning, that ne 
ſbould love one another. Charity is the great - 
eſt of all the Chriſtian Vertues; by Which 
alone our Saviour tells us, Matt. 2 f. that men 


will be ſaued at the laſt day ; and for want of 


which alone he tells us, they will be damned; 


RI than 
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e | than which nothing can be more reaſonable. 
and more juſt: For all otherVertues are bur 
all in order to, and as it were the ſcaffolding, 
of that; and are included in that. When 
nd that is perfect, the reſt ſhall ceaſe to be; and 
„ all ſhall at laſt be ſwallow'd up in Charity: 
which ſhall make the Felicity of the Bleſ- 
ſed Ten thouſand. Apes, after Temperance,” 
ul, Prudence, and Fortitude, nay, after Faith 
and Hope themſelves ſhall have been no 
more. Now Charity being the only Vertus 
that reigns in Heaven, he who has not been 
habituated to it on Earth, would go thi- 
ther like a Stranger to a remote Country, 
whoſe Language and Cuſtoms, are both 
unknown to him, and entirely different 
from his on; and where, by Conſequence, 
he could neither keep any Company, nor 
find any Pleaſure. The Advancement of 
Charity then was the great Deſign of our 
Saviour's coming into the World ; for the 
Advancement of Charity is the Salvation 
of Souls: And therefore, that Prieſt who 
wreſts the Scripture to ſay any thing de- 


ſtructive of that, is emphatically Anti- | 
— OE | 
St. Paul, by what he has ſaid of Cha- 
rity in the 13th Chapter of the 1ſt Epiſtle | 
to the Corinthians, has ſet before us ſeveral 4 
Marks to know when the Scripture is | 

| 


wreſted to the Deſtruction of that Divine 
V 
Charity, ſays he, verſ. 4. ſuffereth. long, 
amd js kind; . Charity envieth not ; Charity 
vaunteth not it ſelf, is not puffed up. v. 5. Dath 


things. From which it is plain, that whats. 
ever Prieft makes uſe of the Scripture. to 
ſtir up Diviſion amongſt Men, to nouriſh 
their Malice, their Envy, their Pride ; to 
faiſe groundleſs Fears and Jealouſies amonſt 
them, and to deſtroy the Confidence which 
Members of Societies mutually have in each 
other, and to compaſs all this by impudent 
ill manner'd Invectives, and a fort of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Billingſgate; that Prieſt wreſts 
the Scripture to {ay ſomething that is ve- 
ry deſtructive of Charity, and is empha- 
J +. : ic 3, 
Nothing can be more ſeaſonable, than 
here to conſider, what the Apoſtle St. 
James ſays of the Tongues of ſuch Men, 
and themſelves, Jam. 3. ver. 6. Ihe tongue 
15 a fre; a world of iniquity: So is the 
tongue among the members, that it d:fileth the 
whole body, .and ſetteth on fire: the COAT "ſe of 
nature, and is ſet on fre of hell.” v. 7. For 
eve- 
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every kind of bake, and of birds, and of ſer- 
pents, and of things in the ſea, is tamed, and 
hath” been tamed of mankind. v. 8. Bat the 


tongue can no man tame: it is abundantly evil: 


all of deadly poiſon. v. q. Therewith ble(s we 
65 A co and therewith OP me 
men, which are made after the ſimilitude 
God. v. 10. Out of the ſame moath proceedeth 
bleſſing ing and cur in ing. My brethren, theſe things 
0M not ſo to be. V. 11. Doth 4 Ponal 


fend forth at the fame time ſweet water and 


bitter. v. 12. Can the Fig tree, my brethren, 
bear Olive. berries? ? either a Vine Figs? So 
can no fountain yield both ſalt mater and freſh. 
And the Apoſtle declares, in the followin 
Verſes, that theſe Church-Incendiaries wh 
make it their Buſineſs to curſe, when 
their Duty to bleſs, who are agitated wit 
Ra 2 , and Envy, and Malice, have a Spirit 
in them that is direQly contrary to Fe: 


Spirit of the Golpet; ver. 13. Who is a wi 
man, and endued with knowledge among you ? 


Let him ſhew out 455 good converſation,” bis 


works, with meekndſs of wiſdom. v. 14. But 
| q Je have bitter envying and ftrife in Jour 

arts, glory not, and he not 4 gainſt the truth. 
v. 15 This wiſe dom de Are 1 from above, 
bat i earthly \ ſenſual, devil x 5 v. 16. For 
where en vy — 8 and ſtrife is, there is confuſion, 
"and every evil work. After that the A oftle 
has, in ſeveral of the foreſaid Verſes, ſhewn 
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vou the Spirit of Antichriſt; in the fol- 
lowing Verſes he deſcribes the Spirit of 
the Goſpel, ver. 17. But the wiſdom that is 
from above, is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle 
and eaſie to be entreated, full of mercy and 

good fruits, without partiality, and without 
8050 And in the next verſe he tells 
us the Effects of it; v. 18. And the fruit 
f Righteouſneſs is ſown in peace of them that 
male peace. But alas! how little is there 


among ſome Modern Preachers 


Thusst. James declares Railing to be con: 


trary to the Spirit of Charity, and conſe- 
quently of Chriſtianity. And this is the una- 
nunausSeaſe both of the Apoſtles, and of the 
Evangeliſts; and that it is never to be al- 
Jow'd of againlt any Perſon or Perſons, 
upon any Pretence or Occaſion, whatever, 
le the Crime be never ſo great, or fo 
horrible. The greareg Crime eber over 
Was committed, was the firſt; the Apo- 
ſtacy of Lacifer from his Creator; tlie 
greateſt of Sins, excepting, the Sin again! 

Fhe Holy Ghoſt, 2nd oqual, even to that: 
ike that ſo great, that it was never to bt 
attoned for by any Repentance, and never 
to, be forgiven. Yer Michael the Archan; 
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gel, when contending wifh the Devil 11 
dur 
f 


bed abou the Body gf, 96s, 
not bring againſt him a failing ecula- 
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of this Wiſdom, this Spirit, and this Fruit 


tion, but ſaid, the Lord rebule thee, The great- 
elt Crime gert to theſe, was ile murdering of 
the Lord of Life: And yet we find not in any 
of the Apoſtles, or in any one of the Evangeliſts, 
e or the leaſt Bitterneſs, againſt 
Judas who, betray*d-him, dr the High Prieſt who 


condemn'd him, or Pilate who deſiver d him to 


the Soldiers, or the Soldiers who mock'd and 
ſcourg'd and erucify' d him. And will our Mo- 
dern Antichriſts after this pretend to take Occa- 
ſion from the Goſpel of Peace to rail? Will they 
pet further defend their Railing, by wreſting the 

criptures ſtill more to their own. Deſtruction, 
and the Deſtruction of their credulous Hearers ? 
Shall the th Chapter of St. Pauls Epiſtle to Li- 
tus be brought to juſtifie this Spirit of Antichriſt: 


5 by 5 therefore before God (ſays St. Paul to Ti- 


tus, Chap: 4: Ver, 1.) and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, mio 
ſpall judge the quick and the dead, at his oppearing, 
and his kingdom, ver. 2. Preach the word, be inſtant 
in ſeaſan, out of ſeaſon ; reprove, rebuke, exhort mith 
all long-ſuffering and doctrine. To What is it that 
the Apoſtle in this Chapter exhorts Jitus? Why 
to preach. the Word in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, 
that is, to preach the Son of God, and the Do- 
ctrine of Charity. And ſhall this be made uſe 
of to juſt iſſe preaching; up Diviſion, Diſſention, 
Sedition, and the 5 2 el of Devils? Shall the 
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Apoſtle's Exhortation to reprove, and to rebuke, 


be made uſe of to vindicate want of Manners, and 
ſuch Rudeneſs as better becomes à drunken Bully 
man g. ſaben DIVING ad JNODIGAF.TAVEIR 
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than a Pulpit? eſpecially when St. Jude in the 
rh Verſe of his Epiſtle: mentiond above, has as 

it were oppos d Rebuking to ee us, 
that the Archangel Michael durſt not bring a rail- 
ing Accufation againft the Devil, bot only ſaid, 
The Lord rebuke thee.” And St. Paul tells Titus in 
this very Verſe, that his rebuking, and reproving, 
and exhorting, muſt be with all long. ſaffering, and with 
auckrine, that is, with Charity. The true Chriſti- 
an is certainly the beſt well manner'd Man in the 
World, if that be the trueſt good Breeding; which 
makes a Man moſt eafie, Both to himfelf and o- 
chers: and no Man'who calls himfelf a Chrifti- 
an ever Wanted Manners; but that Man at the 
fame time wanted both Faith and Charity. But 
if no manner of Railing, in order to excite Envy, 
and Hatred, and Rage, and Malice, is allo d of 
by the Chriſtlan Religion, then certainly tlie moſt 
Criminal of all Railings muſt be that which is 
pretended to be drawn from this very Religion, 
'which by its principal Commands, a Command 
*comprehenfive of all its Commands, obliges us 
to hate no Man, and to rail at no Mag. But as the 
Railing of our Modern Preachers can by no means 
be jufttfied by St. Paulis exhorting, rebuking and 
reproving ; can the grievous W I that 4. 
poſtle for the ſake of Righteouſneſs, and the 
preaching of the Goſpel of Chriſt, be compared 
to a juſt and a moderate Puniſhmenr inflifted by 
an offended Legiſlature, for the preachingDiviſion 
and Sedition, and the Doctrine of Deyik ? eſpe 
tjally when this very Apoſtle has told us, 1 Cor 


Dy 


9 
he || 13. ver, . Tho I give 8 2 aud ba 
nll 1 * 4.y it profiiteth me nothing. From ane 
us, I may 75 lude, that many a Martyr has gone 
AI. to Hell, and paſs d from one Flame to another. Is 
lid, there no difference between a light Suffering and 
in Na heavy one, a nominal one and a real one, à juſt 
ing, one and an unjuſt one? Is there no difference be- 
7h | tween doing che Work of Chriſt, and the Work 
ti. Jof the Devil and his Angels? With whom I will 
the not fay, according to their own charitable Chri- 
nich J ftian Way of dealing, that! will leave theſe well⸗ 
4 natur'd Preachers, tho' tis with the Company 
iti. they have 7 ke as,. I believe, has been 
the made pretty. but I humbly- pray to Al- 
But might / God to e them out the Hands of 
avy, | their old Acquaintance, who firſt ſeduced them 
-4 of | and debauched them, and whom, as is manifeſt 
mot | by their Works, they ſtill frequent continually; 
A is and 85 whoſe Houſe and Family they may moſt 
rion, | proper! be ſaid tobe; 1 John 3. ver. 40. In tlus 
Jana | the children 0 60 ad are manifeſted, and the children of 
es us the devil: whoſoever doth not riehteouſaeſs is not of 
<thell God, nor be who.loveth not his brother. We pray to 
jeans God to deliver them from theſe wicked Spirits 
- andlf by a ſincere Repentance, for all the Miſchief 
at A- which they have done themſelves, and for all 
J chel which they have been the Occaſion of in others; 
cared for all the Antichriſtian Hatred, that is, for all the 
Murder of which they. have been. guilty them- 
ſelves ; and of which ſo many Thonſands have 
been guilty by the Suggeſtion of them and * 
Devil. For * Jobn tells us. 10 0 15th Verte | 
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the foremention'd Chapter, Whoſo hateth Hit rb. 
ther is «murderer, The Reaſon is plain, becauſe 
whoever hates another would kill him, if fig Wert 
not reſtrain d bythe fear of Corporal Puniſhment; 
For tliis is evident, that he is not reſtraird by the 
Law of Nature, nor by the poſitive Law of God; 
not by the Law of Nature, becauſe that oblige 
him not to hate him, by its great and comprend 
ſive Rule of doing as one Would be 45085 A 
no Man is willing to be hated by another: nor is 
he reſtrained by rhe poſitive Law of God, becauſe 
that obliges him not to hate him. It follows then, 
that he is only aw'd by the fear of Corporal Pu- 
nifhment. And how often has this Religious Ha. 
tred, this Hatred excited by Antichriſf and the 
Devil, broke out in Wars, in Murders, id Burn. 
ings, and in Maſſacres? How near did it come rg 
theſe Confuſions and theſe Horrours lately Ho 
ſoon Would it yet come to them, if it were, not te. 
frain'd" by the Wiſdom of our Legiſlators; We 
humbly befeech Almighty, God, to cleanſe rhe 
Hearts of all theſe Antichriſts by aſevereRepett> 
tance, forthenumberles Murders of which my 
have certainly contracted the malicious Guilt;and 
for . ſapping, at the ſamęstimę, the 
Foundations of our Conſtitution, and the Funda. 
mentals of Chriſtianity. We humbly befeech'thet} 
:O God, to pour into their Hearts thy Spirit ct 


Peace, of Meekneſs, and of Charity, that they may 

be deliver'd from every evil Wo 2h and preſerv d 

unto thine own Kingdom. To whom be Glory 

- for Ever and Ever. Amen. 
9401 The E N D. 


